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	LAYER  01  OF  04
SCALE
How large is the revision exercise — in raw numbers?



Before asking what was changed or why, the first question is: how much? The numbers establish whether this is routine curriculum maintenance or something categorically different.

	1,334
individual changes made across NCERT textbooks since 2022
	182
books revised across Classes 6 to 12



	30%
of the entire NCERT syllabus removed in the 2022 rationalisation alone
	2022–26
four consecutive years of revision — still ongoing for Classes 9–12



For comparison: the previous National Curriculum Framework revision before 2023 was in 2005 — an 18-year gap. The current pace of revision is without precedent in NCERT's history. The stated trigger was COVID-19 burden reduction. The volume, direction, and selectivity of deletions extend far beyond any pedagogical load-reduction rationale.


	LAYER  02  OF  04
SCOPE
Which subjects, which classes, and what specifically was touched?



Scope answers whether the changes are confined to one subject or systemic across disciplines. A curriculum-load reduction exercise would distribute cuts proportionately. What happened instead was targeted surgical removal concentrated in specific subjects and specific historical periods.

	SUBJECT
	CLASSES
	ACTION
	WHAT WAS TARGETED

	History
	7, 8, 12
	DELETED
	Entire Mughal Courts chapter (Cl 12); Mughal achievements table (Cl 7); Delhi Sultanate chapters (Cl 7–8); Tipu Sultan (Cl 8)

	Political Sci.
	10, 11, 12
	DELETED
	Democracy & Diversity; Popular Struggles; Challenges of Democracy (Cl 10); Cold War Era; American Hegemony (Cl 12); Rise of Popular Movements (Cl 12)

	Sociology
	11
	DELETED
	Gujarat 2002 riots as example of communal ghettoisation; Dalit definition box (Cl 8); Naxalite movement references

	History
	12
	REWRITTEN
	Aryan Migration Theory removed; replaced with claim Harappans were indigenous — supporting Hindutva narrative against AIT

	History
	6, 12
	RENAMED
	Harappan / Indus Valley Civilisation now called 'Sindhu-Sarasvati Civilisation'; Babri Masjid renamed 'three-domed structure'

	Political Sci.
	12
	REWRITTEN
	J&K accession: removed reference to promise of autonomy; Article 370 abrogation added; India-China 'border dispute' → 'Chinese aggression'

	Political Sci.
	11
	DELETED
	Mention of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, India's first Education Minister, removed entirely

	Civic / Const.
	3, 6
	OMITTED
	Preamble to the Constitution absent from new Class 3 and Class 6 textbooks

	Science
	10
	DELETED
	Darwin's Theory of Evolution dropped; 1,800+ scientists and educators protested

	Geography
	7, 9, 11
	DELETED
	Greenhouse effect (Cl 11); weather, climate & water (Cl 7); monsoon chapter (Cl 9) — all removed

	History
	12
	REWRITTEN
	Babri Masjid demolition and subsequent riots section removed on grounds it 'breeds violence'

	Social Sci.
	6
	ADDED
	Ujjain introduced as India's ancient prime meridian ('Madhya Rekha'); Chandrayaan module mixes science with mythology



	“
	Suhas Palshikar and Yogendra Yadav — chief advisors for the political science books — said they were embarrassed to be associated with these textbooks and wrote to NCERT seeking removal of their names. Within days, 33 more academics from prominent Indian colleges made the same request.
— June 2023




	LAYER  03  OF  04
PATTERN
What do the deletions have in common — and what does that tell us about intent?



Random load-reduction produces random deletions. Ideological revision produces a pattern. The NCERT changes, when mapped together, reveal six coherent directional threads — each pointing the same way.

	1
	Erase Muslim Contribution to Indian History
Every major deletion in medieval history targets Islamic-era content: Mughal administration, court culture, Delhi Sultanate, Tipu Sultan. Nothing equivalent has been removed from Hindu or pre-Islamic history. According to historian Romila Thapar, the revised books present a politicised and distorted version of India's past.



	2
	Immunize Hindutva from Its Own History
The RSS ban after Gandhi's assassination, Nathuram Godse's background, his links to extremist Hindu organisations — all removed. The Hindu extremist provocation of Gandhi — removed. The effect: a generation of students will learn that Gandhi was assassinated without knowing by whom, why, or what ideology motivated the act.



	3
	Rehabilitate Contested Historical Claims as Scientific Fact
The Aryan Migration Theory — established by genetics, linguistics, and archaeology — has been removed and replaced with the assertion that Harappans were indigenous. The Harappan Civilisation has been renamed 'Sindhu-Sarasvati Civilisation.' A review panel headed by CI Issac — a historian with documented RSS affiliations — recommended replacing 'India' with 'Bharat' in all textbooks. Mythology is being introduced into science modules (Chandrayaan Utsav).



	4
	Remove the Grammar of Democratic Dissent
Three full chapters on democracy, diversity, popular movements, and challenges to democracy have been removed from Class 10. Industrial revolution history, Cold War context, and American hegemony chapters are gone from Class 11–12. What remains cannot teach students how power is contested, redistributed, or resisted — because the textbooks no longer contain those categories.



	5
	Suppress Communal Violence from the Record
The 2002 Gujarat riots — which resulted in over 1,000 deaths and Supreme Court proceedings — have been removed from both the Class 11 sociology and Class 12 political science textbooks. The Babri Masjid demolition section has been removed on grounds it 'breeds violence.' The effect is not neutrality — it is selective amnesia in favour of events the ruling party was involved in.



	6
	Strip Science of Inconvenient Consensus
Darwin's evolution — the foundational theory of modern biology — was dropped from Class 10 science. Climate change chapters (greenhouse effect, monsoon, weather systems) were removed from Classes 7, 9, and 11. These are not overlapping or redundant chapters. They are the chapters that make students capable of evaluating scientific evidence independently of faith or political preference.




	LAYER  04  OF  04
SIGNAL
What does this mean — for students, universities, and the VBSA Bill?



The Signal layer asks: so what? What are the second and third-order consequences of a school curriculum systematically revised along the lines above — and what happens when the VBSA Bill hands the same government control over what universities teach?

	S1  —  The Cohort Effect Is Already Underway
Students who entered Class 6 in 2022 will reach Class 12 in 2028 having never studied the Mughal period in detail, never read about the RSS ban following Gandhi's assassination, never encountered Darwin's evolution in their science class, and never seen the Preamble to the Constitution in their Class 6 textbook. This is not a future risk — it is a current reality for tens of millions of students. The first cohort shaped entirely by the revised curriculum will appear for competitive exams and university entrance in 2028–2030.



	S2  —  The VBSA Bill Is the University-Level Extension of This Project
NCERT controls school curriculum. The VBSA Commission — bound to ministerial direction under Section 15(3)(g) — would control university curriculum standards, accreditation, and the definition of 'Bharatiya knowledge traditions' at the undergraduate and postgraduate level. The school revision and the VBSA Bill are not parallel tracks. They are sequential layers of the same architecture: revise what students know before university, then control what universities are permitted to teach them when they arrive.



	S3  —  The Absence of Measurable Learning Standards Enables This
If India had a national percentile assessment that measured critical reasoning, historical comprehension, and scientific literacy — independently of what any textbook says — the curriculum revisions would be self-correcting: students who cannot analyse primary sources, evaluate historical causation, or apply evolutionary logic would score poorly, and the assessment data would make the curriculum failure visible. Without such an independent yardstick, revised curriculum produces revised exam questions, which produces revised correct answers, which produces graduates who have been thoroughly educated in a systematically incomplete version of their own country's history and science.



	S4  —  International Benchmarking Will Expose the Damage — Eventually
India aspires to produce globally competitive graduates and to attract foreign universities under the VBSA framework. A university system built on students who have never studied evolution, never encountered the grammar of democratic contestation, and hold state-revised positions on Aryan origins and communal history will not produce graduates competitive in global research environments. The damage will not be visible in board exam pass rates. It will be visible in GRE scores, in research output quality, in the intellectual profile of Indians who go abroad and find they were taught a different version of history than the rest of the world.



	“
	Erasing Mughals from textbooks does not erase them from India's history.
— Audrey Truschke, Historian, Rutgers University



	“
	The deletion exercise is an act of rewriting. The BJP government intends not to mention inconvenient facts.
— Suhas Palshikar, Political Scientist, former NCERT advisor



	“
	The revised history textbooks present a politicised and distorted version of India's past.
— Romila Thapar, Historian
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